
BATTLE OF THE 
BOOKS 20-21



What IS Battle of the Books?
• A list of the best 10 books published in 2020 

(common between all high schools)
• Students receive raffle tickets to put in for prize 

packages…one for every book you read
• In the spring, there will be an event for all students 

who participated

• At the event, we…
• Chat with authors from the list
• Have a trivia competition between schools
• Prize giveaways



Genre: Mystery/Suspense

Summary: Avery Grambs is a relative nobody 
when she learns that an eccentric billionaire 
she never knew has died and named her the 
largest beneficiary to his massive estate. The 
only catch? She must move into his sprawling 
home with the extended family that he just 
disinherited, including his four charming, 
mysterious and good-looking grandsons. 
Filled with twists all leading to a thrilling 
conclusion, this one will leave you reeling 
long after you’ve finished.

1st 
book 
in a 

series



Genre: Adventure

Summary: Seventeen-year-old Fable joins the 
young, motley crew of the Marigold to escape 
the island where her father abandoned her, 
but she quickly realizes life off the island is 
more dangerous than she imagined. 

1st 
book 
in a 

series



Genre: Dystopian

Summary: Life inside The Loop-the futuristic 
death row for teens under eighteen-is one 
long repetitive purgatory. But when news of 
the encroaching chaos in the outside world 
reaches the inmates and disorder begins to 
strike, the prison becomes the least of their 
worries.

1st 
book 
in a 

series



Genre: Dystopian/Science Fiction

Summary: In a prequel to "The Hunger 
Games," eighteen-year-old Coriolanus Snow 
prepares to mentor the female tribute from 
District 12 in the tenth Hunger Games, with the 
fate of his family hanging on the slim chance 
that he can help her win the Games.

Prequel 
in a 

series



Genre: Fantasy

Summary: Evadne is finally being reunited with her 
older sister, Halcyon, who has been proudly serving 
in the queen’s army. But when Halcyon appears 
earlier than expected, Eva knows something has gone 
terribly wrong. Halcyon is on the run after being 
charged with murder. Though Halcyon’s life is spared 
during her trial, the punishment is heavy. And when 
Eva volunteers to serve part of Halcyon’s sentence, 
she’s determined to find out exactly what happened. 
But as Eva begins her sentence, she quickly learns 
that there are fates much worse than death.



Genre: Non-fiction

Summary: A former CIA analyst unveils the true history of 
fake news and gives readers tips on how to avoid falling 
victim to it. 
Fake news" is a term you've probably heard a lot in the 
last few years, but it's not a new phenomenon. From the 
ancient Egyptians to the French Revolution to Jack the 
Ripper and the founding fathers, fake news has been 
around as long as human civilization. But that doesn't 
mean that we should just give up on the idea of finding 
the truth…



Genre: Realistic Fiction (in verse)

Summary: Amal Shahid has always been an 
artist and a poet. But even in a diverse art 
school, he’s seen as disruptive and 
unmotivated by a biased system. Then one 
fateful night, an altercation in a gentrifying 
neighborhood escalates into tragedy. “Boys 
just being boys” turns out to be true only 
when those boys are white…



Genre: Mystery

Summary: As her senior capstone project, 
Pippa Fitz-Amobi is determined to find the 
real killer in a closed, local murder case, but 
not everyone wants her meddling in the 
past…



Genre: Historical Fiction

Summary: Rebellious Frannie Tasker knows little about 
the war in 1776, until a shipwreck near her home 
presents an unthinkable opportunity. The body of a 
young woman floating in the sea gives Frannie the 
chance to escape her brutal stepfather--and she takes 
it. Assuming the identity of the drowned Emmeline 
Coates, Frannie lives her life as a spy, risking everything 
to pass information on to George Washington's Culper 
spy ring as agent 355. Frannie believes in the fight for 
American liberty--but what will it cost her? 



Genre: Science Fiction

Summary: In 2007, a leak revealing that the U.S. government might 
have engaged first in alien contact has sent the country into turmoil, 
and Cora Sabino’s absent whistleblower father is the force driving this 
controversy. She wants nothing to do with him-until she learns just 
how deeply entrenched her family is in the cover-up, and that an 
extraterrestrial presence has been on Earth for decades. To save her 
own life, she offers her services as an interpreter to a monster, and 
the monster accepts. She begins to realize that she has become the 
voice for a being she cannot ever truly know or understand, and 
starts to question who she's speaking for-and what future she's 
setting up for all of humanity…

1st 
book 
in a 

series


